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THE DEVIL AND DANIEL JOHNSTON (12a)
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Jeff Feuerzeig
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0085405/" �Louis Black�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.imdb.com/name/nm2020708/" �Bill Johnston�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1895845/" �Daniel Johnston�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.imdb.com/name/nm2017520/" �Mabel Johnston�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1850700/" �Jeff Tartakov�
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Digging Daniel Johnston





“Daniel Johnston happens to create some of the most poignant, soulful and rawest blues music in America and so, of course, doesn’t sell any records” – Everett True





Since the radio airwaves are not currently awash with obscure lo-fi recordings of heartbreaking pop songs (come on XFM Manchester!), getting to know the music of Daniel Johnston requires an alternative approach.   The most common and accessible way in is via the many artists who have covered his songs. 





The respect and evangelical fandom that Johnston inspires, particularly in fellow musicians, reflects a mode of creativity held in high regard; music and art that is intensely personal, honest, and without emotional inhibition.  This has lead to many more well-known musicians giving Johnston support, from Kurt Cobain’s wearing of the Hi, How Are You? T-shirt to David Bowie programming Johnston at the Meltdown festival.  In Manchester, an exhibition of Johnston’s drawings at the Night and Day café in 1999 resulted in the sale of one artwork, to Damon Gough aka Badly Drawn Boy.





Collaborations with Jad Fair and Yo La Tengo have been fruitful, but linking up with other musicians has not always run smoothly.  Director Jeff Feuerzeig describes Johnston as ‘the wizard behind his own curtain’, and the picture The Devil and Daniel Johnston draws is not of a simple or benevolent character, but a man who is also clever and ambitious, mentally ill and occasionally dangerous.  As demonstrated from his encounters in New York with Maureen Tucker of Velvet Underground and Steve Shelley of Sonic Youth, these qualities are difficult to handle in the recording studio or gig circuit.





However, cover versions of Johnston’s material continue to showcase his undeniable song-writing skills with levels of accessible production that win him a wider fanbase and financial recompense, helping to keep him talked about, and ultimately, alive.  In 2004, wanting to help but unable to deal with Johnston’s mental illness, Mark Linkous of Sparklehorse put together Discovered Covered (Gammon Records, 2004) to support the costs of Johnston’s medical care.  One CD is made up of cover versions by people such as Beck, Teenage Fanclub, Eels, The Flaming Lips, and Tom Waits, and the other contains Johnston’s originals of the same tracks.  This is a good place to start for newcomers seeking an introduction.  And if The Devil and Daniel Johnston leaves you with more than a warning of the perils of taking acid at a Butthole Surfers show, take a dive into Johnston’s back catalogue, available to be purchased online from � HYPERLINK "http://store.hihowareyou.com/" ��http://store.hihowareyou.com/�





If you wish to contact Daniel, you can send an e-mail at � HYPERLINK "mailto:daniel@hihowareyou.com" ��daniel@hihowareyou.com�.  These are printed out, compiled and hand delivered to him - usually once a week.  Or you can write to Daniel Johnston, P.O. Box 583, Waller, Texas  77484.





Film note written by Manchester-based short film programmer Kate Taylor.























